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SOUTHWARK SOCIETY, 


FRIENDS or THE PEOPLE, 


\ 


At a Meeting of the General Committee holden OR. 2, 
1792, at the Three-Tuns-T avern: 


Reſolved unanimouſly, | 

That the“ DECLARATION of the SUCSCRIBERS towards 

s FunnD for the Succour of the PEOPLE of PoL AND,“ be 
printed and circulated by this Society. 


POLISH SUBSCRIPTION. 


At a General Meeting of the Subſcribers towards a Fund for 
the Succour of the People of Poland, held at the Manſion- 
Houſe of London, on Thurſday, the 27th of September, 


The Right Hon, JOHN HOPKINS, Lord-Mayor, 
in the Chair: 


It was reſolved unanimouſly to publiſh the following De- 
claration of the Sentiments of this Meeting on the Event of 
the Fall of Poland under a foreign Yoke. 


DECLARATION." 


We had hopes of being able to contribute, in ſome degree, 
to the aſſiſtance of the Yeople of Poland: theſe hopes have 
been defeated by the ſucceſsful operations of a ſuperior 
Force, which the Poliſh nation, exerting their utmolt un- 


aſſiſted efforts in defence of their country, had no power to 
| C reſiſt. 
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reſiſt. Our only duty now is to declare our opinion of theſe 
tranſactions, he only conſolation left us is to reflect, that 
we have done every thing that depended on individuals, to 
reſcue the character of the Britiſh nation from the ſcandal 
and diſbonour of affecting a BASE NEU TRALIT , or of al- 
ing on with indifference, while the independence of a great 
kingdom, and THE FREEDOM OF A CONSIDERABLE POR= 
TION OF MANKIND, were facrificed to LAWLESS VIOLENCE, 
and cruſhed under the dominion of a FOREIGN TYRANNY. 
The fact is atrocious, but the precedent is alarming. In 
the ruin of one helpleſs inoffenſive nation, the other fates of 
Europe, and THIs COUNTRY in particular, ought to fee an 
EXAMPLE and a WARNING of the principles and practice 
of ambition, which THEY MAY EXPERIENCE IN THEIR 
TURN. Wecannot be perſuaded that the rapid progreſs and 
approach of MILITARY POWER, that the apparent reſolution 
of a great confederacy to divide the continent of Europe among 
them, are objects and events in which this nation has No con- 
cern. Is it a thing to be believed, that the king of Poland 
would have been deſerted as he has been by the natural enemies 
and rivals of Russ1A, if this conqueſt had not MADE FART 
OF A MORE EXTENSIVE SYSTEM, concerted among them, 
of which Poland is only the firft victim, and which is to fur- 
niſh the means of equal aggrandizement to the other contrac- 
ting parties? We may rely on our internal ſtrength, or we 
may confide in our ſituation, Put what SOLID SECURITY 
HAVE WE, that this powerful confederacy may not be able to 
create or collect a maritime force ſufficient to contend with the 
navy of Great Britain? If that ſhould ever happen, a ſmgle 
event might lay this iſland open to the ſame armies of DISCI- 
PLINED BARBARIANS, to which the reſt of Europe may 
have been compelled to ſubmit. WHEN THE FORCE 18s 
SUFFICIENT THE PRETENCES NEVER FAIL, In the 
caſe of Poland there was xoNE. All we have heard is, that 
it did NOT sur the views of Ruſſia, that a limited monarchy, 
an hereditary crown, or a reaſonable conſtitution of ANY KIND, 
7 exiſt in that country; — THAT THE Mass OF THE 
EOPLE SHOULD HAVE A Law TO APPEAL TO, OR A 


GOVERNMENT TO PROTECT THEM, wp 
| We 
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We ſubmit theſe reflections to the WIs Dou and ENR 
$1TY of the nation, with a thorough conviction that, on this 
ſubject, their wiſdom and their generoſity will lead them to 
the ſame concluſions | 


Joux Hopkins, Mayor, Chairman, 


Reſolved unanimouſly, | 


That the warmeſt thanks of every Friend to the Liberty 
and Happineſs of the People are due to the Right Hon. the 
Lord-Mayor, John William Anderſon and Harvey Chriſtian 
Combe, Eſq. Sheriffs, and the reſt of the Subſcribers to- 
wards a fund for the ſuccour of the People of Poland, for 
their very ſpirited and truly valuable DECLARATION : and 
we earneſtly recommend the ſame to the ſerious attention of 
our countrymen. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, 


That the virtue and integrity, peculiar to ELECTED magiſ- 
trates, are reſplendent in the conduct of the Lord- Mayor and 


Sheriffs, men who have derived their power from the Pes- 
ple. E 1 


Jon FREDERIC SCHIEFER, Secretary. 


RULES of the S0 CIE. 


I. The number of members to be unlimited, and each 
ſubſcribe not leſs than 18. 6d. per quarter, for the purpoſe of 
carrying on the deſigns of the Inſtitution, SS 


I: This Society ſhall meet in ſmall parties, or diviſions, 
monthly, on any day in the firſt week of the month, except 
Tueſday. — Ten members to conſtitute a diviſion ; and, when 


they ſhall amount to thirty, it ſhall be ſubdivided, and form 
two, | 
III. Each 


En) 


III. Each diviſion to elect a chairman and ſecretary quar- 
terly, and at the firſt meeting of the quarter, The chairman 
to be their repreſentative in a General Committee; and, in 
caſe the diviſion ſhall conſiſt of twenty perſons, another re- 

reſentative ſhall be choſen to accompany the chairman. The 

retary ſhall record the tranſactions, and deliver, quarterly, 

to the General Committee a correct lift of the members of 

| ſuch diviſion, collect the ſubſcriptions, and pay them forthwith 
to the treaſurer of the Society. 


IV. The repreſentatives ſhall form a General ks 
meet every Tueſday, and, at their firſt meeting in each quar- 
ter, elect a chairman and principal ſecretary, They hall 
correſpond with ſimilar inſtitutions, determine on all publi- 
cations to be circulated by the Society, report to their reſpec _ 
tive diviſions the proceedings and correſpondence of tie 
Committee, and, in in all caſes, be governed vt the prevail - 
ing ſentiments of their conſtituents. | 


V. Thechairman of the General Committee ſhall be trea- 

ſurer for the time being, receive the ſubſcriptions, pay all diſ- 

burſements under the direction of the Committee, and have 
his Aecounts audited by the next ſucceeding Committee. 


WI E ach diviſion ſhall determine within itſelf on the ck . 
of admitting members, and all other matters not & tos for 


in the foregoing articles, 


The Friends of In, refident in Southwark and its 
environs, are invited to form immediate Aſſociations in their 


reſpeftive neighbourhoods ; and, either as diviſions or indepen- 
dent bodies, to communicate with the General Committee of this 


Society. The Committee alſo inform them, that diviſions are 
already formed at the following places, Borough High-ftreet ; 
_ =; Bermondfey-ftreet ; Black- Friers-road ; Newing= 

and that, for farther liens, application may 
we” to 

JOHN FREDERIC SCHIEFER, 

W 8 to the Committee, London-road, enn 


AT. 


